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Itâ€™s 1950 and Mickey Tussler&#151;the now-famous pitching prodigy with autism and a golden

arm&#151;is back for another baseball season in this third installment of Frank Nappiâ€™s critically

acclaimed Legend of Mickey Tussler series. Talk of Mickeyâ€™s legendary exploits on the field has

grown since his improbable debut two years prior, as have the fortunes of Murph and the rest of the

lovable ragtag Brew Crew. Now Mickey, Murph, and Lester find themselves heading to Bean Town

to play for the Boston Braves.The call up is sweet, for all of them have overcome insurmountable

odds to get where they are. But life in the major leagues is filled with fast-paced action both on and

off the field. The bright lights of Boston hold a new series of challenges, hardships, and life

lessons&#151;especially for Mickey, who finds himself a long way from throwing apples into a barrel

back on the farm. The three newest Braves have each other to lean on, as well as a new group of

fans who are swept away by pennant fever, but balancing everything this new world has to offer

may prove to be the greatest challenge of all.Sky Pony Press, with our Good Books, Racehorse and

Arcade imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of books for young readers&#151;picture books

for small children, chapter books, books for middle grade readers, and novels for young adults. Our

list includes bestsellers for children who love to play Minecraft; stories told with LEGO bricks; books

that teach lessons about tolerance, patience, and the environment, and much more. While not every

title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to

books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise

find a home.
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In this third book of the Mickey Tussler series, Mickey now finds himself pitching in the major

leagues for the Boston Braves. His manager (who is also now his stepfather) Arthur Murphy and

catcher Lester are also employed by the 1950 Braves and the story of their adventures in the

National League is the best of the three stories about the young autistic pitcher.Nappi writes with

flowing grace no matter which particular topic is being addressed. Whether itâ€™s Mickey throwing

his fastball with pinpoint accuracy, his budding romance with Jolene, the sister of a Braves

teammate, or some of the poignant exchanges between Muphy and Molly, his wife and Mickeyâ€™s

mother, the reader will be gripped in the emotions of the moment.The reader will also feel a strong

connection with the characters in this story. Of course, those who have read the previous two

stories already have had that attachment with Mickey, Molly, Murph and Lester, but it continues with

the introduction of Jolene. Having suffered rejection by a parent during her childhood like Mickey,

her character is the perfect match for Mickey and their conversations and budding relationship made

for the best passages of the book.Which isnâ€™t to say that the baseball writing is bad â€“ these

parts are just as good as they are in the first two segments. Using real players from the 1950

season but taking liberties with actual baseball history, it was fun to read about the ups and downs

of the Braves as they progress through the season. No spoilers to tell how the season ends, but

how the young pitcher, his grizzled manager and level-headed catcher handle the adventures of the

campaign will enthrall any baseball fan.
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